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My volunteering adventure started in 7th grade when I signed 

up for Boys Team Charity (BTS) in Walnut Creek. The mission of the 
Boys Team Charity to help develop a lifelong attitude and a spirit of 
giving back to our communities. The service organization provides op-
portunities for boys and young men along with their parents, to volun-
teer and participate in charitable community organizations. Since I be-
came a member, I have volunteered over 50 hours in organizations 
throughout Contra Costa and Alameda Counties. Some of these 
hours have been spent visiting with senior citizens at the Tiffany Court 
Senior Living facility in Walnut Creek, packaging bags of food and dis-
tributing them to families in Concord and sorting and pricing clothing 
and other donated items at the East Bay Hospice Thrift Store in Wal-
nut Creek.  Throughout all of these hours, I have enjoyed the work 
and learning about the many different organizations that are in our 
community helping people everyday. I have chosen to share three of 
the experiences that have had the greatest impact on me and are my 
most memorable.   

 

 Located in downtown Danville is The Crayon Initiative. Their 
mission is collect used crayons from homes and restaurants, melt 
them down and make new boxes of crayons. They are then packaged 
and shipped to pediatric hospitals across the United States. This ex-
perience was valuable as I learned how to listen to people better. The 
first step is to sort the used crayons into 12 different color groups. The 
organization leader explained that even though sorting the crayons 
seems simple, it was important so that the final new crayon colors 
stay true and vibrant. She also explained that these  crayons are used 
many times in art therapy to help children undergoing cancer treat-
ments. Once bowls of sorted crayons were filled, the bowls were 
brought over to the stove where we melted the crayons. This part of 
the process was so interesting and really cool to watch because, as 
the crayons melt in the pot, the crayon covering which is made of 
wax, floats to the top of the pot. We then poured the melted wax 
through a strainer, and into a mold to make the new crayons. The last 
step was to box the fresh, new crayons up and get them ready to 
ship.  

  
 
 

The Crayon Initiative — Danville  



 
 
 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed this service because it made me think 

about how lucky I am to be healthy. I have only had to go to the 
hospital for my regular doctor's appointments and a few sports in-
juries. The new crayons we made were going to children that are 
very sick and I felt like I was doing something to help them feel 
better. I also remember using crayons as a child and thought it 
was a great way to recycle old, broken ones that would just be 
thrown in the trash and make brand new ones.  

 
One of the great things about Boys Team Charity is that 

there are many organizations to help and I have been able to find 
opportunities that really interest me.  I have always been interest-
ed in all forms of science and engineering. When my Mom and I 
read about MedShare, I knew I wanted to sign up. MedShare col-
lects medical surplus medical supplies from healthcare organiza-
tions  such as Sutter Health and Kaiser Permanente. These sup-
plies are then shipped to over 100 different countries where doc-
tors and nurses are helping people in need. When we arrived at 
the MedShare warehouse which is very large, we went through a 
detailed training on all of the potential equipment that we would be 
sorting. We emptied large boxes and  separated and organized 
different medical supplies. There were so many different supplies 
including respiratory equipment, IV sets, surgical and patient 
gowns, needle and syringe sets and many other items needed for 
different surgeries. Once we were done with our four hour shift, 
we had filled over 20 boxes of equipment.  

 
This experience provided much more than I had originally 

thought. I learned about many different types of equipment/
supplies that hospitals use to treat patients and how expensive 
these supplies are. I also gained an understanding of how difficult 
it is for other countries to get these supplies because they are so 
costly. The most impactful part of this service was knowing that 
what we did could help to save lives.  

 
 
 
 
 

MedShare —San Leandro 



 
 
 
Out of all of my volunteering experiences, my favorite and most 

memorable time has been spent  with the Special Olympics. For the past 
two years, I have refereed for the annual Special Olympics Regional 
Basketball Tournament. The tournament is a full day of children and 
adult athletes with intellectual disabilities, making up over 50 teams, 
competing and having a great time. I originally chose this service be-
cause I play basketball and thought it would be a fun experience. It 
turned out to be much more than just fun. I got to share my love of bas-
ketball with others that have the same love while being able to utilize my 
experience to coach and encourage in a supportive environment. To see 
the excitement and enthusiasm displayed by the players, coaches, and 
parents made me feel very proud to be part of such a special day and 
felt like I was truly giving back to my community.  

 
I plan to continue my service with many of these organizations 

throughout high school and into adulthood as it is part of my life. The im-
pact this work has had on me is huge as I reflect on it everyday. I try to 
apply what I have learned through my actions in how I can help other 
people in my family and those in need. Not only has my volunteer experi-
ence been a great way to give back to my community but it has also 
shown me what some people are going through everyday which is an 
extremely humbling experience. 

Special Olympics-Danville 


