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One of my passions is scootering and skateboarding. I have travelled to parks all around the 
world but one of my favorite parks is close to my hometown, Lamorinda Skate Park. I started 
riding when I was 10 years old and have been skateboarding at Lamorinda ever since. When I 
was a Freshmen in High School I noticed that the sport was becoming popular to the younger 
kids. The park became crowded and more polluted with trash and plastic bottles. The parents 
of the little kids needed to watch there kids but there wasn’t a safe place for them to sit and to 
stay out of the older kids way! Listening to all the negative chatter from Skaters I decided to 
look into a change. 


My main goal for the Lamorinda Skate Project was safety. At the start of the project there were 
two benches allowing for kids and parents to sit. Only one of the benches was good viewing 
for the parents to watch the little kids, therefore everyone sat on the skatepark obstacles which 
is a safety hazard to the riders and those sitting on the obstacles. I decided to make another 
bench for the parents of the little kids to watch safely up and out of the park. This would insure 
the safety of the parents not to get hit and the older kids to not get injured. The more space we 
would have, the more comfortable for people to enjoy the park. Parents and kids also needed a 
place to rest out of the sun and a safe place to put their backpack, phones etc… up and out of 
the way. The other safety concern was we needed to update the safety signage around the 
skate park.


My next concern for the park was that with more people came more trash and plastic bottles. I 
wanted to make it more Eco-Friendly for the community. More and more people were carrying 
their own water bottles but those who didn’t would just throw their bottles into the bowl. We 
would have to clean the skate bowl out of all the empty bottles before we skated. I wanted to 
get water bottle filler and drinking fountain for the kids and parents to refill their stainless steel 
bottles. Most people are moving to the stainless steel bottles and kids would much rather bring 
their own and fill up there. This will also cut down on the trash around the park and less work 
for the people to keep the park clean. 3 Recycle cans was the final concern for the Eco-
Friendly park.


I decided to take my ideas to the Moraga Town Meeting. I waited for the public comments and 
stood up and told my story. I was shocked at the welcoming of my ideas and the town board 
was happy that I came in to discuss the issues. It was the first meeting for the new Parks and 
Recreation Director Breyana Brandt and she was excited that I presented that evening. Leaving 
the meeting with a positive attitude but knowing that I had a lot of work ahead of me to get the 
job done, I was excited.


I met with Breyana and showed her my drawings and plans of where I thought the water filler 
and the bench should go. We then started to meet with construction workers and city planners 
and that is when I started to learn a lot about the original construction of the park and where 
the pipes were, the drainage etc. I learned that my original plan could not work because of a 
large pipe under that area and that is would cost way too much to move it. I walked the park 
with the city planner and we came up with a new plan that would work.


Breyana and I received the estimate that I discussed with the city planner and it was $18,000. 
Shocked at the cost, I still wanted it done. Breyana told me I would have to raise the money 
myself but she would help me get in contact with the groups that I could talk to. 




After I got a list of the community I was on my way with my pitch. I pitched to Orinda 
Community Foundation, Moraga Parks Foundation, Lafayette Youth Commission, Sustainable 
Lafayette and the Orinda Park Foundation. It was a big list but I learned from every group and 
got better with my pitch every time. I never thought I could speak in public and each group had 
members that were excited that a youth was pitching to them and all helped me how to 
become a public speaker. They gave me constructive criticism, challenged me with questions 
and even made me laugh at myself. I learned not to be scared to stand up and ask something 
from adults even though I was young. I learned to communicate via email and not to be scared 
of someone saying NO! There was one time when I couldn’t go to a meeting because it was 
during school and I had to communicate my project through my mom. This was the hardest 
meeting because I was much more passionate about what I was doing on the project than the 
test I was taking but it turned out great. At that meeting there was an architect as a member 
and he personally wanted to meet with me at the park and walk through the project with him 
before they would contribute. I really enjoyed that because it was really a conformation to me 
that I am doing a great thing for my community. The meeting at the park with the architect 
taught me so much, which encouraged me to push more towards a major for college in the 
department of Landscape Architecture.


My project was an 18 month project to raise the funds and I raised over what the project cost 
$20,000. In my meeting with the architect I learned that we should use he rest of the money for 
the upkeep of the cracks and for more foliage for shade. 


The park was redone in August and looks great! The water filler is top notch and the skaters are 
so happy to have a fountain there. The bench sits perfectly under the tree for shade so that the 
parents can watch their kids. The only thing we are waiting on is the completion of the signs 
which were scheduled to be done March 14th but with Shelter in Place we will wait to put them 
in. Then everyone can enjoy the park again.
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